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TECH CLASS ENDS, 6 NEW LICENSES ISSUED
•
Frank W1AD
•
GMWS is proud to announce the successful completion of the 2012
Technician/General Licensing Class. Instructors Chris, N6EUP, Bob,
•
KD1YC and Frank W1AD ended the class with a review on February 27th •
and the GMWS VE team offered examinations on March 5th. Licensed at
•
the February 25th hamfest session in Burlington was Steve Roberts,
•
KB1WUD, of Sudbury. Bob Firpo, KB1JOI of Castleton successfully
upgraded to General. At the March 5th Session at the Red Cross in Rutland, •
Denise Byers, KB1WVD, Dan Austin, KB1WVE, Zach Hampl, KB1WVF, •
and David La Voice, KB1WVC all of Rutland were granted Technician Class• licenses. Ron Marcus,
KB1WVG of Rutland earned a General Class license passing both Element 2 and Element 3 tests. Tim
Abraham, N2BMF upgraded to Extra while Mike Edwards, KB1VIJ and Robbie Grace, KB1VIK of N.
Clarendon upgraded to General. Congratulations are in order to all new licensees and newly upgraded
licensees. Many thanks go to the VE Team, the Instructors and the numerous club members who helped
during the course.

Dan Austin, Denise Byers, David La Voice & Zach Hampl

Frank & Bob

Tim Abraham, Bob Firpo, & Mike Edwards
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RADIOS GIVEN TO NEW CLASS
Frank W1AD

The generosity of our local ham community has given three of our new licensees equipment getting them on
the air. As a memorial to John, N1HLG, SK, Pete Galligan provided two new Kenwood TH-K20A, 2 meter
hand-held transceivers. In addition, WB2MIC provided a 50 watt Kenwood TR-7950, 2 meter transceiver and
power supply. Frank, W1AD was able to find a new tone board for the Kenwood TR-7950. After the results
of the recent VE session were available, three names of the new licensees were drawn from a hat. Dan Austin,
KB1WVE and Ron Marcus, KB1WVG were awarded the HTs and Denise Byers, KB1WVD won the TR7950. Many thanks go to the contributing members for their generous donations. Look for photos elsewhere in
this issue.
The GMWS also extends a warm welcome to our new hams. All of those participating in the licensing course
have been given membership in the GMWS until the annual renewal date of 7/1. They all will receive a copy
of the Key Klicks through July 1st.

RADIO FOR SALE: downsizing ham equipment due to space restrictions.
Icom737a radio, excellent condition…$465 plus shipping insurance and
packaging.
WANT TO BUY: Kenwood TS 130
CONTACT: Doug CHARLTON (KB2BBK),
6221 RIVERSIDE FARM LANE,CAPE CHARLES, VA 23310
PHONE: (757) 331-3461. EMAIL: dc6ac@localnet.com

APRIL, 2012 GMWS ARES NET CONTROL SCHEDULE:
The GMWS ARES Net is held Monday evenings starting at 7:30 PM on the 147.045 repeater (+/- 600 kHz, PL=100Hz).
Please check the schedule to see if a given net is for training, or “rag chew.” Note you can also find the complete ARES
Net Control Schedule on the GMWS web site at http://www.gmws.net. Simply click use the ARES link in the
“Upcoming Events and Amateur News” section of the home page. It is possible that the schedule will change, so check
the web site often for updates.
DATE

WHO

CALL

TYPE

APRIL 2

TIM

N2BMF

RC

APRIL 9

RICH

WB2RUM

TR

APRIL 16

BEN

N1UKK

RC

APRIL 23

ANN MARY

AB1CH

TR

APRIL 30

TIM

N2BMF

RC
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REGULAR MEETING OF GREEN MOUNTAIN WIRELESS SOCIETY, RED CROSS BUILDING,
117 STRONGS AVE., RUTLAND, VT. MARCH 13, 2012.
President Gerry WY2Y called the meeting to order
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2 Introductions: 14 members present.
3. Approval of Minutes as printed in Key Klicks: Accepted
4.Reports of Officers and Standing Committees
4.1 Secretary: None
4.2 Treasurer: Accepted as reported. Current balance $435.39
4.3 President:
4.4 VE Team, congratulations to new Extra General and Technician licensees.
Frank (W1AD): New Hams have been awarded Certificates of Completion and
congratulations on First contacts.
5.
Unfinished
Business:
	
  
5.1 Discussed inventory at John (N1HLG/sk) now completed and waiting for Rudy to
help family with final pricing and valuation of items.
5.2. Standing ovation for Frank (W1AD) and his team (Chris N6EUP & Bob KD1YC)
for years of faithful service.
6. New Business: None
7. Reminders:
7.1Gerry WY2Y reminded us 10PM ET April 15 through 3:39 AM ET is ARRL Rookie
Round Up
and an HF contest.
7.2 During daylight time we are 4 hours ahead of Greenwich time, not 5.
Program: Rudy Lurvey W1DPA presented a talk on “Lightening Protection and Power Quality for the Ham Station. He
not only had a very nice power point presentation, but a fully documented hard copy for everyone present. Many thanks
all around to Rudy.
Respectfully submitted, Ann Mary AB1CH, GMWS Secretary

LAW: NEW US 60 METER RULES NOW IN EFFECT
Submitted by Ann Mary AB1CHfrom EAARS Newsletter

Effective Monday, March 5th United States radio amateurs were granted new operating privileges on the 60 meter
band. In addition to an increase in effective radiated power from 50 to 100 watts, hams can now transmit CW and
PSK31. More information on what modes can be used on what frequencies is on-line at the ARRL website. The
quick link to it is tinyurl.com/60-meters-now. (ARRL)
Ann Mary--I talked to Yaesu, the 857, 897, and 817 are hardware modifications and they didn’t have them yet. For
the 950 and others that take a firmware upgrade it’s already on the website.
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Prez Sez

Gerry WY2Y

Thanks to Rudy Lurvey, W1DPA, for presentation on lightning protection at the March meeting. For me, the
most valuable part was his description of all the evidence of lightning strikes at the CVPS mountain-top sites, in the
form of pits on the antennas. But the communications gear kept working, proving that the techniques that Rudy taught
us really work.
One of our traditional summer activities, the Multiple Sclerosis Vermont Getaway (bikeathon), has moved to the
Burlington area. They still want ham operators, and I plan to go up on Saturday August 11 (it runs the next day too).
If you want to volunteer go to this web site:

http://tinyurl.com/6wl6t75
Then click the light blue VOLUNTEER button on the left side.
I operated a bit in the a contest run by CQ magazine, the WPX contest. The objective is to work as many other HF
stations, with as many different prefixes, as possible. I was trying a new logging program, intended for contests, by
N1MM. I won't be able to send in a log for this contest, because I ran into trouble with the logging program. Basically,
I didn't tell it what band and mode I was on before I started, and it wouldn't let me change after I started. It didn't
matter,because I was just trying to make some contacts, not win anything, but it's good to know how picky the
program is.
One of our members, Mike Edwards, KB1VIJ, inquired whether the money the club has reserved for education should
be applied toward CPR classes. This is something we could discuss at our next meeting.
Have a good spring everyone.
Gerry WY2Y

BREAKING DX NEWS: BRAZIL BANS PY0S DX OPERATIONS
Ann Mary AB1CH-From March ARNewsline

The Southgate News reports that radio amateur are now prohibited from operating DXpeditions from the Brazilian
Archipelago of Saint Peter and Saint Paul also known asPY0S. This is a remote group of islands near the equator whose
maximum elevation is only 18 about meters above sea level. It's also the nearest point of Brazil to Africa, lying about
1820 kilometers from Guinea Bissau. St. Peter & St. Paul was rated number 16 in 2011 DXCC list of most wanted
entities.
In a report credited to PS8RF and the Brazilian Amateur Radio League and some DX groups in Brazil have shown their
displeasure with this government ban in postings on various social websites. PS8RF told Southgate that there is already
a major mobilization by the Brazilian ham community aimed at urging the nations Senators and Federal Representatives
to reverse the decision on the to ban. PS8RF notes that the biggest concern among Brazilian hams is that this decision
could open unheard restrictions to other entities in Brazil as in other parts of the world where there is no amateur radio
activity. More on this breaking news item is on-line at www (dot) teresinadxgroup (dot) com. (Southgate, PS8RF)
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TEN YEARS AGO AT GREEN MOUNTAIN WIRELESS
Compiled by Jeff Freeman N1YTY

We had a speaker back in 2002 who laid out for us what Vermont RACES was and how it worked. This
was Todd Bigelow K1KAQ who was the Vermont State RACES coordinator. He noted that RACES is
Radio Amateurs Civil Emergency Service. New hams will learn, as others have, that you cannot
realistically just show up. Our nets and training are needed so that hams learn how to do the emergency
thing properly and know who other hams are personally. We share experiences both in rag-chewing and in
official communication.
It may be time once more for GMWS to outline what RACES is now, how it has progressed, who the key
people are and shall we revive the telephone calling tree? Is Red Cross training still available locally as it
was 10 years ago?
Further research would be needed to find and summarize what is available to hams today regarding
emergency communication in various web sites. John N1HLG-SK had received
http://vtemergencytraining.org/ from Todd then and it works now. Green Mountain Wireless has lost some
key people and we need to stay alert for who will take on some of the skills and functions related to
Emergency Communications in the Rutland area, Vermont and beyond Vermont.

ARRL's EPM Corey on FEMA Think Tank Call
ARES E-letter3/21/2012

On February 17, ARRL Emergency Preparedness Manager Mike Corey, KI1U, and Henry Katz, KB3NYW,
of Baltimore County, Maryland participated as presenters in FEMA's Think Tank Conference Call. The
conference was hosted by FEMA Deputy Administrator Richard Serino from city hall in San Francisco,
California. In attendance at City Hall were representatives from FEMA, local and state emergency
management, NGO's, and the private sector. An audience of over 400 from around the country also
participated via teleconference.
The focus of the Think Tank conference call was the use of technology and social media in emergency
management. The two specific topics discussed were: (1) How to communicate with disaster survivors and
distribute information to mass audiences if cellular and on-line communications are unavailable immediately
following a catastrophic disaster; in particular, how existing communications tools, such as Amateur Radio
operators, can be leveraged and linked to other forms of mass communications following a disaster; and (2)
How mobile applications can help emergency managers and individuals prepare for, respond to, and quickly
recover from disasters.
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Katz presented an overview of the Amateur Radio Service while Corey presented how radio amateurs relay
vital messages during a disaster and how Amateur Radio works in conjunction with new technologies such as
the Internet and social media. Following the presentations there was time for the audience to make comments
and ask questions. The feedback received was good and the Deputy Administrator summed it up by saying
"They're not Amateurs but they are very much professionals." For more information on the Amateur Radio
portion of the FEMA Think Tank Conference Call see http://www.fema.gov/thinktank/.

CALL FOR SPEAKERS
Ken Caruso, WO1N, Boxboro Program Chairman

All speakers and organizations wanting to participate in the 2012 ARRL New England Division Convention program,
please contact us at your earliest opportunity. Note the dates for the convention this year: August 24 – 26, 2012.
While there has been good response to date, open program hours remain available. Contact us if you wish to present a
talk; include a subject title and, if you are so prepared, include a brief abstract.
If you represent a regional club or organization (e.g. NESMC, CEMARC, MARS, NEWS etc.) we can help facilitate
open forums or closed meetings by providing you a meeting room. We do ask that organizations like this to please
consider Sunday morning time slots for their closed meetings.
Groups looking to set up information booths should get your request in early. While the information booths are offered
without charge, we ask for some volunteer time in return to assist us with ticket sales and other logistics during the
convention operation.
Note, if you require a hotel room, make your reservations ASAP per the instructions contained on the web site to get the
special convention rate.
Keep an eye on the convention web site, http://www.boxboro.org, for the latest information.
We look forward to meeting you at the convention,
Ken Caruso, WO1N; Boxboro Program Chairman Wo1n@arrl.net 508-572-3347

LOOKING AHEAD __________________________
GMWS MEETING TUESDAY April 10, 2012 Red Cross Building, 117 Strongs Ave., Rutland, VT.
CERT TUESDAY APRIL 17, 2012 7:00 PM @ American Legion

ON THE LIGHT SIDE __________________________
BITTEN BY THE BUG
By Craig Miller, W8CR

Ahhhhh, just put the kid on the bus, and the wife is on her way to the salt mine. Now, I have 45 minutes to see
if I can scare up a quick QSO.
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40 meters sounds pretty quiet this morning--no ear splitting static crashes. The usual morning CW junkies
must have already headed off to work or out mowing the grass. I spin the dial down to 7.023 to see if any
speedsters are still on. Some days, I can even keep up with them at 30-35 wpm. It must be later than I thought,
though. Those guys are gone too.
Tuning back up to 7.030, I hear a couple of guys wrapping up a chat at about 20 wpm: "FB FRED MUST
QRT TO WALK THE DOG 73 ES CUL…" (translation: "Good copy, Fred, but I really gotta go to the
bathroom! Best regards and see you later.").
I spin the dial up to 7.032, and don’t hear any beeps or boops. I guess here is where I’ll cast my line. "QRL?"
(translation: "Anybody out there working that last rare DX station for your DXCC that I can’t hear?"). Nuttin’
heard. I’ll QRL one more time before "CQ CQ CQ DE W8CR W8CR K". Silence. Again "CQ CQ…". Just
the hiss out of the speaker. Well maybe this ain’t gonna happen today. One more time…
Bam – I got one! He's got a nice strong signal too. But, wait. What the …? What is he sending me?
"DAAAAHHHHHH DIT DIT DIT DIT DAAAAAAHHHHHH DAAAAAAHHHHHHH DAAAAAAHHHH
DIT DITDITDIT DIT DIT DITDITDITDAAAAAAHHHHHH." NUTS! He’s using a bug, a mechanical key
dating back to the old railroad days. It's an ingenious mechanism for sending high speed code, but it takes a
lot of practice to send clear, copyable code. I can barely make out my callsign let alone his – this isn’t gonna
be fun.
I have two options:
1. Don’t reply and pretend I didn’t hear him. He’s really strong, though, and most likely I am, too. He
knows I can hear him. Plus, that’s the coward’s way out.
2.
2. Answer him and tough it out.
I answer him. We exchange the usual stuff. My RST is 579, his name is Bill, and he lives in Niassa Fihls,
errrrr, Niagara Falls, NY. "Niagara Falls, eh?" We’ve been wanting to visit there before our kid gets too old to
even want to be seen with his parents, let alone ride in a car for 6 hours to look at water flowing over rocks.
Plus, that’s where Nikola Tesla built his hydro power station that illuminated Buffalo over a hundred years
ago. I’m hooked now – lotsa questions for him.
As our conversation progresses, his dot-to-dash ratio varies all over the map, but I slowly get used his style of
CW. It's like listening to British shows on PBS. At first, they’re totally unintelligible, but over time, your
brain figures it out.
I have to give him credit, he’s using something that is a passing skill. I have a bug I bought years ago, but
could never master it well enough for me to feel comfortable subjecting others to the noise.
Well, that 45 minutes passed fast. Time to get to work. I promised I would look him up whenever we get to
Niagara. I guess it wasn’t a total nightmare working him and his bug, after all. Kinda like talking to somebody
with a thick accent.
After all, he is a New Yorker.
Craig Miller, W8CR, began his ham career in 1974 as WN8TLC. He lives in Ostrander, Ohio. He enjoys HF
CW ragchewing with a little bit of DXing and contesting tossed in. He is an active officer in the Delaware
County (Ohio) ARES and a member of the DELARA (www.k8es.org) radio club.
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GREEN MOUNTAIN WIRELESS
SOCIETY
PRESIDENT: WY2Y – GERRY ASHTON
VICE PRESIDENT N2BMF - TIM ABRAHAM
TREASURER: KD6RA - DAVID HAGOPIAN
SECRETARY: AB1CH- ANN MARY ROSENBROCK
KEY KLICKS EDITOR: N6EUP – CHRIS HAGOPIAN

___________________________
CLUB CALL SIGNS:
W1GMW: TRUSTEE—WA1ONT—BOB ALLEN
WG1Q: TRUSTEE —W1AD—FRANK D’AURIA
URL: WWW.GMWS.NET

Meeting: 2nd Tues., 7 PM, Red Cross, 117
Strongs Ave., Rutland., VT
Repeater: 147.045 (+/-) 100 Hz tone optional

PO Box 84

Key Klix deadline 25th of each month
E-mail n6eup@arrl.net (preferred)
US Mail: 50 Wickham Lane, Wallingford, VT
05773

MARK YOUR CALENDAR ~NETS:
EVERY MONDAY:
• GMWS/ARES NET, 147.045, 7:30 PM
EVERY DAY:
• VERMONT PHONE TRAFFIC NET, 3857 MHZ, 7:30 PM
• VERMONT/NEW HAMPSHIRE TRAFFIC NET, 3539, 7:00 PM
• NEW ENGLAND PHONE NET, 3955 6:30 AM
EVERY SUNDAY:
• VERMONT PHONE EMERGENCY NET, 3976, 8:00 AM
• ACARA ROUNDTABLE 147.36 (100 HZ) 8:00 PM
(ALL TIMES ARE LOCAL)
UPCOMING VE SESSIONS:
• BURLINGTON AREA VE TEAM - RALPH (KD1R) 802-878-6454
• GREEN MT COLLEGE, POULTNEY 4/11 6:30 PM CONTACT W1AD
NEXT REGULAR GMWS MEETING
TUESDAY APRIL 10, 2011 RED CROSS BUILDING, 117 STRONGS
AVE., RUTLAND, VT.

program:

Special thanks to our Key Klix contributors this month:
Jeff (N1YTY), Gerry (WY2Y), Ann Mary (AB1CH), and Frank (W1AD)
- Ed.

PO Box 84
Rutland VT 05702

KEY KLIX: The Monthly Publication of the GREEN MOUNTAIN WIRELESS SOCIETY APRIL 2012
On the Web at: www.gmws.net

